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Ultrastake Nursery Tree Stakes™

For Profits that grow straight up.

Manufactured
to last for 
25 years! 

We use ALL the proven
methods for UV protection.
Why pay more for less!

High grade E fiberglass -
Resists breaking when flexed.
UV protectorant added to resin.

Polyester veil provides a
physical barrier to fiberglass
splinters which no paint can.

Polyester veil provides
shade from harmful
ultraviolet light which 
paint cannot.

Ultrastake Nursery Tree Stakes™

H. Schwartz & Sons
PO Box 9421 Wilmington, DE 19809
800.523.3500 • Fax: 302.656.0345
www.ultrastake.com
Shipping F.O.B. Wilmington, DE 19802

Authorized Distributors
Grower’s Nursery Supply • 800.391.6411
Cherokee Manufacturing • 800.876.5218

MADE TO SHADEMADE TO SHADE

We use ALL the proven
methods for UV protection.
Why pay more for less!
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you are buying from someone else or 
doing it yourself, but in that case, you 
can know in advance; you can plan 
for it,” Leckey said. “You’d know those 
things early on and you could work to 
mitigate that.”
	 It is the issue of control that led Ellen 
Egan of Egan Gardens (Salem, Ore.) 
to propagate some things. Otherwise, 
she considers herself a finisher — she 
purchases mostly plugs — and not a 
propagator.
	 “I figure others who are set up are 
going to be doing it more efficiently,” 
Egan said. “I let them do it and pay for 
that service.”
	 But it would be silly not to keep cut-
tings of plants such as heliotrope and 
creeping Charlie and Jenny because 
they practically multiply by themselves 
from direct cuttings, she said. And in 
situations where an item is being dis-

continued, she will propagate.
	 She’ll also do it when something 
is available only from her own Egan 
Gardens. For example, she sells fuch-
sias made from cuttings from her grand-
mother’s yard.  “I like to be able to tell 
people that,” she said. “That’s fun.”
	 Egan used to buy nicotiana and 
petunia as plugs. She figured after 2-3 
years of applying growth regulators 
and reining in the plants with dramatic 
trimmings that, despite assurances of a 
single seed per pack, the plugs were 
arriving with more than one seedling 
and 3-4 colors. The decision was made 
to seed for those annuals.
	 “Since we aren’t doing it on that 
much material and we are getting such 
good results, how do you pencil in a 
quality difference?” Egan asked. “If I’m 
getting the plant quality I want and the 
price, I felt it was working out, even 

though we are doing our own seeding.”
	 Egan also grows her own zinnias 
and dahlias. Her father observed a 
number of years ago that these plants 
limp when they have their roots han-
dled in the early stages. Egan Gardens 
still direct-seeds them into open flats 
and carefully transplants them into 
4-inch pots.
	 “A lot of growers would look aghast,” 
Egans said, “but over and over we’ve 
had people say, ‘Yours are better.’”
	 And sometimes that is all that mat-
ters when deciding on whether to buy 
in or propagate on site, she said: the 
results, the finished product. 

Tracy Ilene Miller is a Eugene, Ore., 
freelance writer and teacher of journal-
ism courses at the University of Oregon. 
She can be reached at tmillerwriter@
yahoo.com.
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